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priests by certain rulers of the Pal dynasty between
990 and 1142 A.D., whose names are thus arrived at;
otherwise the first authentic information we have of
Kamarupa, viz., the country lying between the Kara-
toya river (flowing past Julpigori into the Brahma-
putra near Goalundo) and Sadiya, is by the hand of
the great Chinese traveller, Huien Tsiang, who came

ANCIENT TEMPLES IN UPPER ASSAM.

to this country in 630 A.D., visiting Gauhati and other
places of sanctity.

Of the three strong tribes who long held dominion
in different parts of upper Assam, the earliest to
arrive in the country is surmised to have been the
Kacharis, whose original habitat is believed to have
been along the foot of the Darjiling hills and the
Morang tract, which was known to the Nepalese as
the " Kaccha country." These then travelled east
and crossed the Brahmaputra, settling in what is now
the Nowgong district between Jorhat and Gauhati.